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Yes, They Are Reading It in Japan 


The Bible Society Record does not want any of its estimated one million readers to forget 
that these first months of Fapan’s liberation from its ancient restrictions are to 
determine the direction in which the new Japan shall move 


BY ROME’ A. BETTS 


iE you will look back over your recent issues of 


the Bible Society Record you will find many refer- 
ences and at least two major articles devoted to the 
present opportunity for Christian missions in 
Japan. On page 125 of this issue are quotations 
from letters of friends who are designating their 
gifts for Bibles for Japan. The ‘‘Members’ Forum” 


An American Nisei Service man joins in JSamily prayers with 
a Japanese Doctor and his Family 


page in the May issue was given over entirely to 
such letters. Although still far from the needed 
sum of $600,000 which it is estimated will be 
required to supply 100,000 Bibles and 2,500,000 
New Testaments to Japan, the editors are glad to 
report that, as we go to press, the whole of the 
100,000 Bibles is in the process of manufacture and 
374,000 of the New Testaments with selected 
Psalms added have been shipped, and 520,000 
more are being processed. 

We are glad to reproduce here two of several 
pictures that are now coming back from Japan 
together with scores and scores of letters bearing 
witness to the eagerness with which God’s Word is 
being received in this defeated but aspiring nation. 

In the years to come, Christian churches, 
schools, colleges, hospitals and other institutions 


will have been restored, and a reestablished mis- 
sionary program in Japan will be on its way to 
greater things. Meanwhile—and it will be many 
months; critical, strategic months—the Bible will 
be the only missionary that reaches most of the 
Japanese that are reached at all for Christ. 

The great evangelistic campaign now getting 
under way in Japan, led by the Japanese churches, 
cannot achieve the constructive ends it seeks with- 
out an adequate supply of Scriptures. The present 
interest in Christ in Japan can be conserved only 
as the supply of Bibles and Testaments is main- 
tained. There is an awful urgency here, which the 
Bible Society Record is constrained to keep before 


An American Army Officer, Bible in hand, proves himself 


“more than conqueror”? 


you. ‘The new Japan is a literate Japan. Sheisa 
liberated Japan. She may become a liberty-loving 
Japan; but only with the Bible in her hand now, 
while she is groping for the new way, will she ever 
find true liberty—the freedom with which Christ 
sets men free. 

Yes, they are reading the Bible in Japan. But so 
far only a very few are able to do so, for lack of 
books. Every volume that is sent will be read. 
Let us send more, and send them quickly! 
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The Miracle of the Seed 


BY GILBERT DARLINGTON 


A Bee FIELD IS THE WORLD.” Matthew 13:38.— 
“The seed is the Word of God.”? Luke 8:11.— 
In these two sayings of Our Lord we find the con- 
stitution and charter of the United Bible Societies 
of the World. 

More space is given in the Four Gospels to the 
Parable of the Sower than to any other parable or 
to any of the sacraments of the Church. ‘The 
miraculous gift of the Word by the sower is empha- 
sized by the use eighteen times of the word )dyos 
in the Parable of the Sower and in Our Lord’s 
explanation of this parable to His disciples, as 
‘against its use only twenty-three times in the 
whole of St. John’s Gospel. Truly, to share in the 
worldwide sowing of the life-giving seed is indeed 
a sacramental experience. It is also a world- 
shattering miracle! ‘‘So is the Kingdom of God, 
as if a man should cast seed (orépos) into the 
ground; and should sleep, and rise night and day, 
and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth forth 
fruit of herself—atroudrn * yn Kaprodopet—; first 
the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn 
in the ear.”’—Mark 4:26, 7. To see God’s Word 
enter a human life and completely transform it 
is a modern miracle of the highest order. To share 
in sowing, planting, watering, tending and _ har- 
vesting that seed is an unforgettable sacramental 
experience. 

For over 137 years the people of England and 
Wales have been giving over one and one-quarter 
cents per capita to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society to make the Parable of the Sower come 
true. The Scotch, Canadians, Australians and 
New Zealanders, for a lesser number of years, have 
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been contributing at least one cent and a quarter 
per capita to their own national Bible Societies. 

Not until 1945, however, have the people of the 
United States contributed over one cent per capita 
to their American Bible Society. The 125-year 
average is only one quarter of a cent per capita. 
The need is great; ‘“‘the field is the world.”? We 
have the means; “‘the seed is the Word of God.” 

New literary movements everywhere; new lan- 
guage developments; and new phonetics, charac- 
ters, and orthographies—such as the use of roman 
for gothic characters in Europe, and the Romaji 
movement in Japan—have enlarged the field that 
the sower must sow, and call for new variations of 
seed to germinate better in the changing soil that 
les exposed behind the wire fences of native lan- 
guages and of national legislation. 

Surely the Christian people of the United States 
will never again be content to give only one quar- 
ter of a cent per capita as their contribution to the 
miracle of the sowing of the Seed. Having at last 
joined all of the other English-speaking peoples of 
the world in sharing in the sacrament and miracle 
of the sowing of the Seed, they will welcome the 
challenge of new literates, of new languages and 
of new orthographies. With the assured faith 
of St. Paul they will say, “He which soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bounti- 
fully.’—II Corinthians 9:6. With the world 
vision of St. Peter they will testify, ‘For all flesh 
is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower 
of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away but the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever.” —I Peter 1:24. 
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Publishing the Bible for the Postwar World 


At the very time when the people of the world need more copies of the Bible than ever before 
and when there is the greatest opportunity to introduce the Bible to non-Christian 
lands, the problems of manufacturing the books are most acute 


BY FRANCIS CARR STIFLER 


HE WORD publish is used thirty-two times in the 

Bible, but not once in the sense in which we 
customarily employ it. When occasionally we say 
that a man “publishes something from the house- 
top’ we approximate the sense in which the Bible 
always uses the word. ‘‘The feet of him that... 
publisheth . . . salvation” are “‘beautiful” (Isaiah 
52:7) because they take him from place to place 
where he may speak for God. It is a beauty de- 
rived from the purpose to which the messenger’s 
feet are devoted. Similarly there is something 
beautiful about a huge roll of paper, not handled 
since it came from the mill, as it is fed at high speed 
into a rotary press which in turn imprints upon it, 
in the twinkling of an eye, thousands of pages of 
God’s Word. And the beauty is enhanced as one 
follows the process through the folding, cutting, 
sorting and sewing machines which seem to pos- 
sess almost human deftness as they deliver their 
flawless product to the bindery. There still other 
devices assemble the clusters of pages as by magic 
into finished books, every page in place and all 
neatly bound, attractive to look at and easy to 
handle and read. 

Before the war the American Bible Society, as it 
pursued this second of its four cardinal operations 
—the publishing of Bibles for missionary purposes 
to be sold at no profit and to be offered in what- 
ever languages are required—before the war the 
Society’s only major problem was the old, old 
problem of lack of funds. It had contracts with 
printers in various places in the United States, in 
Britain, in Shanghai and elsewhere in China, in 
‘Tokyo, in Bangkok, in Cairo, Istanbul and Manila. 
In some places it had established its own binderies. 
There was seldom a shortage of the grade of paper 
required and no difficulty in securing such other 
necessary ingredients of bookmaking as thread, 
glue, headbands, linen cloth, end sheets, gold leaf 
and leather. 

Today, a worldwide publishing business like 
that of the American Bible Society is badly out of 
joint. In Shanghai there are presses waiting to be 
fed, but paper is hard to get. Last April the 
Society shipped 35,804 pounds of Bible paper to 
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Sewing Testaments—three Books at a time 


Shanghai from Helsingfors in Finland and another 
larger shipment a month later. In June two ship- 
ments were made from this country of cheaper 
paper suitable for printing single Gospels, of which 
China is waiting to absorb millions. Since no 
paper thin and strong enough for the satisfactory 
publishing of whole Bibles in Chinese was avail- 
able in China, 100,000 Bibles are being printed in 
the United States. These are only some of the 
problems that are plaguing and raising the cost of 
the manufacturing of Scriptures for China. 

The continuing enormous demand for Scrip- 
tures in Japan presents similar problems. Through 
the kindness of Chaplain W. I. Hoy, stationed in 
Tokyo, photographs of the 1,690 pages of the 
Japanese Bible have arrived in New York. These 
negatives appear to be all that is left of the Jap- 
anese Bible plates suitable for present reproduc- 
tion. A costly process involving the making of a 
new set of plates from line-cut engravings of these 
photographic negatives is necessary before the 
books can be printed. After the issuance of 
100,000 or even more Japanese Bibles from these 
plates in this country, the plates may then be 
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have them as quickly as possible. 


returned to Japan for further use when printing 
and binding operations are restored there. These 
processes will make each of the 1,690 pages cost 
$5.45, a total of $9,210.50 before the first page is 
printed. Yet this is the only way Japan is to get 
the Book she craves at this time, when her need is 
so great. It must be done. It is one of those 
emergencies where the expense must be incurred 
in the faith that the funds will be forthcoming. 
The Society’s Publication Committee has author- 
ized the printing of 100,000 of these Japanese 
Bibles as soon as possible. The estimated cost is 
$80,000. 

Germany likewise must have Scriptures and 
Until printing 
can again be done in Germany a great supply of 
German Scriptures has been shipped from this 
country—86,000 Bibles, 429,000 Testaments and 
over half,a million Gospels. Another 285,000 
Bibles, 1,022,000 ‘Testaments and a million more 
Gospels are in production here. Finland has been 
called upon to supply thousands of Testaments. 
Meanwhile it has been found advisable to ship 
cellulose, or pulp, from Sweden for paper-making 
in Germany, looking toward the reestablishment 
of Bible printing there. ‘he barriers to the ex- 


~ change of funds as well as materials are high and 


baffling. Meanwhile the Society is trying to pur- 
chase 10,000 yards of “‘fabrikoid,” a durable imita- 
tion leather from the Du Pont Company for bind- 


They Are Reading 


HEN on October 10, 1945 President Burke of 

the American Bible Society presented to 
Archbishop Alexei Sergeyev 5,000 Russian New 
Testaments and Psalms, 100,000 Russian Gospels 
and 500 Greek Testaments for theological students 
in Russia, the Archbishop responded with these 
words: ‘‘I am happy to say that publishing activity 
of the Holy Scriptures has now already begun in 
Russia.” Later, in his brief response, he said that 
the people were “‘eager for this eternal Book. .. 
It will be available not oh for the members of the 
Church but for all men.’ 

As we go to press, comes further word reflecting 
upon the use of oc Bible among the evan- 
gelicals in Russia. . Louie D. Newton, Presi- 
dent of the aes Baise Convention, on his 
return from a visit to Russia, reports that he 
preached to crowded houses in Baptist churches 
in Moscow, Leningrad, Minsk and elsewhere. 
“Everywhere I went,’ writes Dr. Newton, “I 
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ing these Bibles when they are printed in Germany. 

It must be remembered that all this work for the 
German people is something new for the American 
Bible Society. Before the war Germany had al- 
ways proudly maintained her own supply of Bibles. 

With so much work customarily done in other 
countries now being undertaken in this country— 
at the same time that the Society is endeavoring to 
recoup on its depleted stocks of Scriptures in 
English and certain other languages regularly 
printed here—the Publication Committee of the 
Society has since last February placed orders with 
twelve of the largest printing and paper houses of 
the country in an effort to get the Scriptures that 
are needed ready as soon as possible. 

Too much cannot be said for the wisdom, per- 
sistence and faith of the Society’s manufacturing 
department. In the past five years they have put 
in process, in this country alone, 3,601,150 Bibles, 
14,376,179 ‘Testaments, 47,477,319 Portions—a 
total of 65,454,648 volumes of Scripture; first for a 
world at war, now for a world seeking to survive 
its wounds. ‘This far exceeds any former record of 
the Society’s operations.. 

Let no reader feel that the Ameren Bible So- 
ciety can now return to prewar levels of service. 
This is impossible to consider, for two reasons: 
never was the world in so great need of Bibles; and 
never did such wide doors of opportunity stand 
ajar for the sowing of the seed in new fields. 


the Bible in Russia 


found Bibles in the hands of the people. They 
bring them to church and they had many copies 
in the pews.” 

Dr. Newton further reported on the results of 
the distribution of Scriptures to Russian prisoners 
of war which the Society carried on during the 
war. Of the Baptist people to whom he talked he 
reports, ““They especially thanked me for the Rus- 
sian New ‘Testaments which were provided for 
prisoners of war, and you will be glad to know 
that several soldiers came to me and said that they 
not only got these ‘Testaments, but they knew of 
thousands of others who did. 

“One lieutenant showed me his copy which he 
received while a prisoner of war, and said, ‘It was 
the reading of this book while I was a prisoner in 
Germany that led me to Christ!’ He stood up in 
the meeting in Moscow after I had preached, and 
gave the same testimony; and the people wept as 
he talked.” 


ie) 


The Blind Need the Bible 


The Socrety’s Secretary for the Blind here reminds the reader of the importance of this 


special service and makes a significant announcement 


BY Se REET BARR Ea 


OR OVER A CENTURY the Society has been bring- 
Fine the Bible, in various systems, and, more re- 
cently, on Talking-Book records, to the sightless. 

To the blinded war veteran the Book is bringing 
transforming power, consolation and peace for the 
living of these days. 

To the blind child who longs to make a place for 
himself among his sighted friends in the world, the 
Book gives strength and courage. 

It may be said that the Bible is read more dili- 
gently by the blind than by the sighted, for they 
are constantly seeking a way out of their darkness, 
endeavoring to find the light which can only be 
found in the Book of Books. As the Gospel reaches 
them through their finger tips they seem to grasp 
the fuller meaning of the message. This explains 
why so many exhibit the spirit they do. Perhaps 
that is the reason the Bible is their favorite book. 
“The blind depend upon it and live it.’”? And, 
happy in the spiritual light, they forget their phy- 
sical handicap. 

One is touched by the many letters received 
from the blind revealing the need of the Scriptures. 


There is space here for only one. It was written in 
Braille: 


Dear Bible Society: 


I am writing for the Book of St. Matthew. I ama 
poor girl. I don’t have a mother or father but I really 
do want a Bible in Braille, so that I can read in my 
church. I am a young girl of nineteen years of age. 
The church I go to is a very small congregation and 
the most of them are poor; but I try to live a good girl. 


(Signed) Luta WELLENTON 


For at least a score of years the blind have been 
appealing for a Braille-Concordance of the Bible. 
This is especially needed by blind ministers, Sun- 
day-school teachers and Bible students. 


A blind pastor in Indiana writes: 


Dear Friends: 


I am informed that you are bringing out in the near 
future a Bible Concordance in Braille for the use of the 
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blind. And so I am writing for further information. I 
should like to know the price of the Concordance, and 
how soon it will be available. I am a minister myself 
and am without sight. I have been a pastor for almost 
twenty-five years, and one of the things I have been 
hoping and praying for is a Braille Concordance; hence 
I am thrilled at the prospect and can hardly wait for its 
publication. It will be like opening up a new world in 
Bible study for me, and I thank God for it. So please 
let me know all about it and especially how soon I can 
hope to get a copy. 


(Signed) Rev. DEANE FERGUSON 


Rev. E. F. Tonn with his Blind Bible Class at the School 
for the Blind, Jacksonville, Illinois 


At the annual meeting of the Advisory Council 
of the American Bible Society last December, 
which was attended by forty-one delegates repre- 
senting thirty-seven denominations, this need was 
presented. The representative of the Seventh-day 
Adventists was particularly impressed—reported 
the matter to his denominational headquarters, 
which resulted in a contribution of $1,100 from 
that church to pay the cost of making the Braille 
plates for the Concordance. These plates have now 
been completed. There will be ten large volumes. 
Several thousand dollars will be required to print 
and bind a first edition. And as the Society’s 
present funds are wholly needed for the distri- 
bution of the Bible itself to the blind, ways and 
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In the Bible I find confidence mightier than 
the utmost evil. Also it has a Vision which an= 
ticipates and passes beyond depth on depth of 
good as revealed by events. I lean on the Bible 
as a courage-renewing parable that embraces all 
the catastrophes and upward trends of history. 
It is dynamic with an unflagging idealism which, 
if we follow it simply, will give momentum to 
match our souls! greatness with God's Trust in 


us and our dominion over earth's destiny. 


Bele: Ne 


leg 


means must be found to answer the prayers of the 
many sightless who have been anxiously awaiting 
this helpmate to the Bible. 


Any contributions should be so designated for 
the Blind Fund. Will you help the blind to help 
others? 


Scriptures for a Newborn Nation 


The Secretary of the Societys Philippines Agency points to an unprecedented opportunity 
that should be dear to the heart of America 


BY SW 3eLL 


HE SIMPLE FACT that we have been unable to 
a bas Scriptures to the Filipino people since 
the beginning of the war in December of 1941 
should be sufficient proof of their great need. 
Just prior to that date we were distributing from 
8,000 to 10,000 Bibles, about 10,000 New Testa- 
ments and from 80,000 to 100,000 Portions an- 
nually. Then for four years all distribution ceased. 
These figures will indicate the need of those who 
have been in the habit of reading the Scriptures— 
that is, the need of those who know the Scriptures 
and desire them because they know them. But the 
need is far beyond that. 

The Philippines, like every other country of the 
world, is going through a terrific struggle of re- 
adjustment. Old foundations have gone, and in 
many cases there has been a complete breakdown 
of the superstructure. In the Philippines break- 
down in the economic, moral, social and other 
realms is very real. We well know that such things 
cannot and will not stand still. There is going to 
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FONGER 


be a gradual settling down. A new foundation 
will begin to form and a new superstructure will be 
built thereon. , 

The great need for Scriptures, then, is not just 
to supply those who know them and desire them, 
but it is to get them out into the hands of those 
who do not know them. The folks who know 
the Scriptures have their foundation; their founda- 
tion did not crumble. They simply need to keep 
theirs in repair. But the others are groping here 
and there, searching for something new and some- 
thing stable upon which to build. he very un- 
rest which we so much deplore is at once proof of 
the groping and furnishes the opportunity to 
place the material at hand where it may be found. 

Just now in the Philippines there is a new ur- 
gency. On July 4th they received their inde- 
pendence and became a new nation. Through 
long centuries this had been their goal. Untold 
thousands of their patriots have died fighting for 

(Continued on page 122) 
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I am a parent. Have I been hon- 
estly trying to make Bible Read- 
ing a part of my responsibility to 
my children? If not, I can make 


a fresh start at this time. 


Iam a young person. America is going to be what I and people 


like me make it. I can make a better America through Bible Axe 


reading. I can start now. 


I am a veteran. | remember how desperately I wanted the Bible 


at certain times overseas. Now that I am home and Bibles are 


plentiful, am I reading mine regularly? IN WORLD 
I am a nurse. My very profession should be grounded in the BIBLE READI 
teachings of the Bible. This is my chance to begin more regular THANKSGIVI 
reading. 


I write letters. Have I thought of enclosing one of the book- 


This is the Worldwide Bible Reading Poster. 
Write for one, size 17 x 22 inches, for your 
shop, store, school, lodge, library or office. 
Address American Bible Society, Dept. U, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


fo” - gasp 


Bord sf Power for a Power Age F 


marks in my correspondence? 


I run a store. There is room on my counter for Bible read- 


ing bookmarks. 


Lam a lodge member. Although the Bible plays a big part 


in our ritual, why should I not read more of it, begin- 


ning now? 


* I am in industry. Is there any reason why I should not 
Rot gy 


Mabe nor oy yoo > 
bY nip Stivie wait eye 2° 


ot SO encourage my fellow workers to jom me in this Reading 


for these 28 days? 
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I teach school. Even though the 
law in my state may forbid Bible 
reading to my children publicly, 
I can use this bookmark to en- 


courage reading at home. 


I am responsible for a pay roll. Why should I not enclose the 


reading list in the pay envelopes just before Thanksgiving? 


Iam a physician. Why should I not place a Bible in my waiting 


room, with a supply of bookmarks for my patients? 


I am an advertiser. Why should I not allot some of my space for the 


CHRISTMAS? promotion of Worldwide Bible Reading? 


Trun a book store. Why not feature Bible sales, using one of the So- 


clety’s posters? 


Write for the quantity of 
Worldwide Bible Reading 


I speak a foreign tongue. Why not, during this period, dis- Bookmarks you need. They 
list the 28 Scripture passages 


tribute Gospel portions in that tongue to friends who ta be reddy cee Es 


prefer it to the English? giving to Christmas, together 
with an eight-point program 
of suggestions for successful 


Bible reading. 


Taman American. America was born out of the Bible. 
Send your request to AMER- 


Without fidelity to the Bible’s teachings our democracy ICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Dept. U, 450 Park Avenue, 


will collapse. I can be a better American if I am a daily 
New York 22,N.Y. 


Bible reader. I can begin now. 


Beeb bees © Cal beta yaus RoE ©, OuR D Nt 


Scriptures for a Newborn Nation 


(Continued from page 7179) 


that end. Now they have received it, and without 
bloodshed. And has it not all come to pass be- 
cause the great nation which granted that indepen- 
dence sought and won her own, that she might 
have freedom of worship; and is it not true that 
the Holy Scriptures became the very foundation 
upon which that new nation was built? If we 
believe in our own heritage, surely we cannot 
do less than give the same opportunity to this 
new republic as it makes its beginning under even 
more difficult circumstances than were our own. 

The churches of America apparently see this op- 
portunity and realize a part of the task. ‘They 
are sending out many new workers during this 
year. These new workers are going to preach and 
teach the Gospel of Christ and to help prepare 
others to do the same. The Bible is the great 
essential for all of this work. This new nation 
needs the Bible in the languages of her people. 


We dare not handicap these scores of new workers — 
by being unable to supply their needs for Scrip- 
tures. They will be calling for thousands of Bibles, 
Testaments and Gospel portions in all of the 
Philippine languages. We must meet that need 
now. 
When Jesus came to this world He found a state 
of dissatisfaction and unrest. The people were 
eroping for some new and better way. On one oc- 
casion, when He seemed particularly concerned, 
He turned to His followers and gave them the 
Parable of the Sower. What a challenge that 
parable becomes to us in times like these! Surely, 
never before has so much of this world been so 
thoroughly ploughed and harrowed and ready for 
the sowing as now. Literally and figuratively, 
old things have been uprooted, the ploughing has 
been deep and thorough. ‘The time for the sow-_ 
ing is here, at hand, now. The Word of God must 
go forth! And nowhere is the call for prompt 
action more clearly indicated than from the new- 
born Philippine Republic—and to none does it 
come more clearly than to the people of America. 


Bible Day at Bethbirei 


The Society's newly appointed Field Secretary for Nashville, Tennessee, here tells how 
the members of an auxiliary Bible Society keep faith with five 


generations of their Bible-loving ancestors 


BY HOWARD HUBBELL 


HAD NO IDEA what an honor it was to be in- 

vited to speak at Bethbirei on May 18 at the 
old Presbyterian Church there, in the heart of 
Tennessee’s Marshall County. My respect for 
these rugged citizens was not lessened when I 
learned that in earlier years the annual gathering 
was a three-day camp meeting instead of a single 
day with worship, a sermon and business, includ- 
ing plans for continued Bible distribution. I 
realize that even in Marshall County the present 
generation is moving faster than their forebears 
did. 

The people came from far as well as near, for 
the Bethbirei Church is a patriarchal church; and 
the third Saturday of May is a memorial day, a 
family reunion and a Bible-Society meeting, all 
rolled into one. People bring flowers to decorate 
the graves in the old church burying ground, and 
the latest news about the ancestral clans is ex- 
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changed around the bountiful dinner served under 
the trees. 

Bible Day at Bethbirei in 1946 was the best in 
many a year. There were more than 150 there, 
the one with the longest record of attendance being 
Marsh Brown, now ninety years old, who learned 
not only about his Savior, but learned how to 
read, in the Bethbirei Sunday school. ) 

I was given all the facts: that the church was 
founded in 1810; that Bethbirei means “‘House of 
Comfort”; that the Rock Creek Bible Society was 
formed in 1815, one year before the American 
Bible Society, and that as an auxiliary first of the 
Pennsylvania Bible Society and later of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, the Rock Creek Society had 
sent in more than $10,000 over the years. 

I learned about Rev. Thomas J. Hall, who led 
the Society as its president for the first thirty-nine 
years, of whom the old timers said that he had 
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The President of the Rock Creek Bible Society looks on as 
Mr. Hubbell greets 90-year-old Marsh Brown 


often been seen distributing Bibles with his own 
hands among the waste places of that region. 

After my own brief address about the worldwide 
work of the American Bible Society, I watched 
the congregation file by as they made their an- 
nual free-will offering, which I afterward learned 
amounted to $114 and was duly voted as a con- 
tribution to the American Bible Society. 

I came away from Bethbirei with the feeling 
that in the people gathered there I had seen 
America at her best, with the church at the cen- 
ter of their lives, the Bible at the center of thé 
church, and the Savior, Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
all they had and were. As I considered that they 
had changed less in five generations than most 
Americans, the conviction grew upon me that in 
the things they emphasized lay the strength of our 
way of life and that these are things we must con- 
serve and cultivate. 


The Bible in Greece 


The faithful Sub-agent, who suffered terribly during the war, turns the light on the present 


problems in the land where Paul and his companions also suffered 


BY GEORGE KLADIS. 


EFORE THE WAR the name of Greece brought to 
the majority memories only of classical his- 
tory, but since the war began people learned some- 
thing of modern Greece too. ‘The stubborn re- 
sistance of a small nation, hardly equipped for 
modern warfare, against overwhelming odds re- 
vealed to the world that the men of modern 
Greece were true descendants of the handful of 
men who fought valiantly against the barbarians 
at Thermopylae. Then came the long and dark 
years of German, Italian and Bulgarian occupa- 
tion with its starvation, misery and cruelty, which 
aroused the compassion of the Allied Nations so 
that immediately after her liberation from the 
~ German invader Greece received the well-merited 
attention and help of the Allies. 
In view of the interest modern Greece has 
- aroused there will be many who would be inter- 
ested to know what position the Bible occupies in 
modern Greece and what have been the results 
of Bible circulation by the Bible Societies in the 
— country. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


It was in 1851 that the whole Bible was pub- 
lished for the first time in modern Greek by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. ‘The country 
then had only just freed itself from a long and 
tyrannous yoke of the Turks, and it was natural 
that centuries of slavery should have left it plunged 
in darkness and superstition, as it had not felt the 
influence of the Reformation by which alone other 
nations were freed from similar superstitions. It so 
happened, therefore, that the modern Greek Bible 
was looked upon as a Protestant book; the priests 
denounced it and people were taught to regard 
it as heretical, although the translation had been 
made by a Greek, a very learned clergyman and 
professor of the University, assisted by two or 
three others, also Greeks. Such was the persecu- 
tion that no one could be found willing to work as 
colporteur, and the then Agent of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society had to go himself round the 
villages near Athens with a bag of Scriptures. As 
years went on fanaticism gradually died down and 
the circulation of the Bible expanded through the 
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efforts of the colporteurs, who, amidst hardships 
and often persecution, brought the Book of Life to 
towns and villages. 
four Gospels into colloquial Greek, at a time when 
colloquial Greek was thought bad form to be used 
even in private letters, was the cause of a riot and 
of the fall of the government; and as a result, 
when the Greek constitution was revised in 1911, 
it was thought necessary to insert a clause to the 
effect that the translation of the Bible into modern 
Greek was forbidden without the sanction of the 
Church. In spite of this, however, the circulation 
of the modern Greek Bible was allowed to go on, 
except that the prohibition in the constitution was 
now and then cited as the excuse for turning a 
colporteur out of a town or confiscating his Scrip- 
tures or for enforcing a local or temporary pro- 
hibition. 

The great good therefore which the Bible So- 
cieties have done to this country is not merely 
that the Bible has been made available to the 
people at a low price, but that they have made the 
circulation in the vernacular possible. If the Bible 
in modern Greek is at the present time liked and 
appreciated by the majority of Bible readers; if a 
large number also of the clergy, in spite of the 
stand of the State Church in support of the orig- 
inals of the New Testament and the Septuagint, 
are recommending and circulating the modern 
translation, this is due to the Bible Society. The 
interest in the whole Bible was very small, and 
only the New Testament was, and is still, mostly in 
demand. No publishing firm therefore would have 
considered it worth while to publish the whole 
Bible, and in any case no one would have been 
allowed to publish it in modern Greek. But thanks 


In 1901 a translation of the _ 


to the Bible Society this has been made possible; 
prejudices have been overcome, fanaticism has 
died down and modern Greeks have had the 
Bible in a language they could understand. 
Space will not permit many instances of the re- 
sults of Bible circulation in the country, but the 
following, chosen out of many, bears out the old 
truth that the Word of God is “‘quick, and power- 
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sword.” The 
Chaplain to the Prisons in Athens, who holds the 
work of the Bible Society in high esteem, once 
asked the inmates of the reformatory prisons to 
say what impressed them most from reading the 
New ‘Testament. One of the boys, after saying 
that he considered the New Testament a miracle 
and that he could hardly say what impressed him 
most among so many wonderful things, said: “‘But 
there is one thing I should like to ask: What are 
the causes, and who are to blame, for the present 
state of mankind?” 


plexed. What! can there be any darkness when 


the sun is shining so brightly? A voice goes forth — 


from a prison cell; a boy wishes to have a difficulty 
solved which so puzzles his youthful mind: 
are the causes? Who are to blame?’—Let the 
question be heard by all! 


The demand for Bibles now is very great, and 
people, not realizing fully the great difficulties that | 
have to be overcome, wonder why Bibles have not | 
yet begun to arrive in the country in large num- | 


bers, although it is now more than a year since 
the war ended. That demand has to be met, 
and the world looks to the Bible Societies to 
satisfy its supreme need in its efforts at postwar 
reconstruction. 


Modern Journeys of “St. Paul” 


Cer MORTENSEN writes under date of July 
10 of the valuable service rendered by the 
Lutheran World Convention in China. Because 
eight years of war have practically destroyed 
China’s railroads, and all ground and river travel 
is unsafe because of the constant danger of bandits, 
Dr. Daniel Nelson, the LWC’s relief director in 
China, has purchased a C-47 transport plane from 
the U.S. Foreign Liquidation Commission in 
Shanghai. Recommissioned ‘St. Paul,’’ the plane, 
on its first trip to Haichow in Kiangsu Province, 
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made July 4, carried several boxes of Bibles to- 
areas which Be Nelson states have not seen a new 
Bible in ten years. 

Missionary aviation is only in its infancy, but we 
shall hear more of it. 
from the air forces, according to Dr. Nelson, have 
volunteered for missionary service. 


assistance to the work of Bible distribution in the 


coming years. At present in China it is the cheap- 
est, quickest and safest method of transportation. 


OCTOBER 1940 


Illuminated by the glaring | 
light of the Gospel, a former vagabond is per-— 


*“What | 


Hundreds of ex-service men. 


The develop- 
ment of this modern technique will be of 1 immense 


: 


MEMBERS’? FORUM 


[Annual Membership in the Society issecured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
issue to that purpose. ] 


- From an Aviation Cadet: 


In April 1945, while I was stationed on an island in 
the Azores group, you sent me gladly and without cost 
a number of copies of the New Testament in Portu- 
guese. 

I distributed the Testaments among a people who 
might otherwise never have had a chance to read God’s 
Word. It was a great joy. One fellow accepted a 
Testament, telling me, in his own tongue, that he was 
“dumb” and could not read but that he had a ‘“‘senho- 
rinha” (a daughter) who could. He got the Testament. 
If it is your policy and if it is for God’s glory, will you 
please accept the enclosed gift ($10) and join in prayer 
with me, that our small part of your great work might 
not have been done in vain? 


From Steel, North Dakota: 


Please accept the following thanks offerings made for 
the safe return from Japan of my son Roland E. Haake 
—by himself $10, by myself $10, by a friend $.50; total, 
$20.50. Roland is working until he can get into college. 
When he establishes a ‘permanent address I'll forward it 
to you so you can send him the Bzble Society Record. 

We would like to have this money used for supplying 
Bibles to Japan. My son became very much interested 
in the Japanese people and says they are “receptive.” 
He would have been in no hurry to leave there but 
wants to finish his college course. 


From Long Beach, Calif.: 


Your letter with Bible seals has been received by 
Mrs. Diadama McLeod’s family. Mrs. McLeod 
passed away on March 5th, just eleven days before her 


‘one hundred and second birthday. You carried a little 


story of her in one of your magazines in 1943, about the 
time of her one hundredth birthday. (See Bzble Soctety 
Record, Nov. 1943, p. 134.) She had learned to read the 
Moon system of Braille when she was ninety-six years 
old. That was a great comfort to her during her last 
years. 

We enclose a small contribution, $5 in her name. 
We are much interested in the publishing and distribu- 
tion of the Bible to war-stricken lands. I am especially 
interested in Japan, as I spent thirty years there. I pray 
that you may be able to meet the needs in these 
momentous days. 
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From Seattie, Washington: 


We saw in the Bible Society Record that one could send 
money to furnish Bibles to the Japanese, so please find 
enclosed a check for $25, which will provide one hun- 
dred and twenty-five New Testaments, to be sent to the 
Japanese. 

A friend loaned me his copy of the Bible Society Record 
and it is indeed a very fine magazine. 


From Los Angeles, California: 


My husband is in the Army of Occupation in Japan, 
and after visiting the Japanese churches has found how 
desperately they need Bibles. He sent me this money 
($50) to forward to you to go toward the printing of the 
Bible in Japanese for them. 


From Minneapolis, Minn.: 


Enclosed find a check for twenty-five dollars to be 
used for furthering the Gospel of Christ. I am particu- 
larly interested in Europe, as I spent some time there as 
an Army nurse. I feel they need God’s Word more than 
food, clothing, etc. Many millions live in the darkness 
of sin. May God bless your work abundantly. 


From Blanchard, Iowa: 


I am returning the annuity check ($94.50) as a gift to 
the World Emergency, to show my faith in the teach- 
ings of the Bible as the only way to bring peace to the 
world. 


The group pictured here is a Bible Club which meets 
every Friday after school in Pleasantville, N. J. It is one 
of thirty-eight under the direction of the Y. W. C. A. 
in Atlantic City, an organization seeking to present a 
living Saviour, in every branch of its work. 

This particular class is taught a missionary story as 
well as a Bible story and its members memorize a verse 
of Scripture. They are urged to accept Jesus as Saviour 
and Lord. They are also taught to pray for different 
ones in the mission field as they are brought to their 
attention, not only in the meeting but at home. 

The class is sending ten dollars to be used in printing 
Braille Bibles for service men. They will follow the 
money with their prayers. 

A number of denominations are represented in the 
class—Baptist, Faith Church, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Presbyterian and Episcopal. 
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Daily Bible Readings 


OCTOBER 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Romans 1:1-18, 24-32 18 I Corinthians 
2 Romans 2 9:17-10:13 
.9.4-2 19 I Corinthians 
3 Romans 329 ae TOMacneenG 
eeeotaus eae 20 I Corinthians 
5 Romans 8 11:17-12:31 
6 Romans  9:27-10:21 21 I Corinthians 
7 Romans 11 13:1-14:19 
RiRiomane 12.13 22 I Corinthians 
: 14:20-15:19 
9 Romans 14:1-15:13 ; ’ 
10 Romans 15:14-33 Zo pe tee “< 
TER Oe 16 a II Corinthians 1 
iaueGorinthians 1 25 11 Corinthians 3, 4 


13 I Corinthians 2:1-3:9 


14 I Corinthians 
3:10-4:21 


15 I Corinthians 56 
16 I Corinthians 7:1-24 
17 I Corinthians 


8:1-9:16 


*k 


26 II Corinthians 5516 
27 II Corinthians Weis 
28 II Corinthians 9, 10 
29 {1 Corinthians 11 
30 II Corinthians 12 
31 II Corinthians 13 


* 


The cover picture shows Mrs. Tamiki 


Uemura, the first alien Japanese to en- 
ter the United States since the war’s 
end. She is explaining to the plane’s 
stewardess that even though the words 
appear different, the Bible is the same 
in any language. Mrs. Uemura came 
to the United States last spring to at- 
tend a Presbyterian Conference in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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A New Field Worker 


Rev. Ralph E. 
Austin began his 
duties as a field 
worker in Balti- 
more, Washington 
and vicinity on 
Pfavae thy MOANGS Ike 
, will serve under 
the joint supervi- 
sion of the Mary- 
land Bible Society 
and the Washing- 
ton City Bible So- 
ciety, giving half time to each area. 
He will serve the Bible needs of the 
Colored churches and people, in these 
rapidly growing communities. 

Mr. Austin is a Baptist minister, 
holding the degree of Th.B. from How- 
ard University. Following eight years 
in the pastorate he became a chaplain 
in January 1942, serving most of his 
time the next four years in Iran and 
Burma. He became interested in Bible 
Society work through his distribution of 
Scriptures in these far-off lands to the 
soldiers of our armed forces. 

Mr. Austin’s headquarters are lo- 
cated at 1211 Kearney Street, N.E., 
Washington, D.C. 


M t. 


Austin 


* * 


, July Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-first year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, {itis tale 
1946, at 3:30 p.m. President Daniel 
Burke, LL.D., was in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Rev. James P. Gillespie, D.D. 

A schedule of War and Postwar 
Emergency Fund requirements for the 
twelve-month period beginning July 1 
was approved. 

A first copy of the Dutch Bible 
printed in Holland and bound with 
cloth, glue, thread, and other materials 
supplied by the American Bible Society, 
was presented. The volume was spe- 
cially inscribed by Dr. Rutgers, Secre- 
tary of the Netherlands Bible Society, 
in appreciation of these binding mate- 
rials, which could not be secured in the 
Netherlands. 

Copies of a first edition of the little 
booklet “The Sermon on the Mount” 
were presented to the Board. 


Copies of the new book, The Bible 
Speaks, by Francis C. Stifler, were pre- 
sented. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


* x 


August Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers — 
of the American Bible Society in its one — 
hundred and thirty-first year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, — 
New York 22, on Thursday, August 1, _ 
1946, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel ~ 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Secretary Stifler. 

Requests for paper and binding ma-_ 
terials to be used in printing the 
Scriptures in Germany were reported; 
and a copy of a German Bible which it. 
is desired to have reproduced in large 
quantities for distribution in that coun- 
try was presented. Z 

Copies of the first issue of the new — 
Spanish Magazine La Biblia en America — 


Pai 


Latina for distribution in Latin Amer-— 
ican countries were presented. The © 
paper is patterned after the Bible Society — 
Record. 

The following consignments to ie 
Society’s Foreign Agencies were re- § 
ported: 


> | 


February Volumes Value 
Latin America 360,950 $18,454.35% 4 
Near Easr 315 204.95 — 4 
Far East 14 75.78 * 

361,279 $18,735. 08 

March 
Latin AMERICA 108,864 $13,937.06. 
NEAR East 18,914 1,171.45 
Far East 2,300 1,128:28 

130,078 $16,236.72 — 

April 
Latin America 105,712 $35,274.97 
Far East 46,230 1,512.68 — 

151,942 $36,787.65 

May ; ce 
AFRICA 20 ) 
Latin AMERICA: 618,901 
NEAR East 350 
Far East 1,500 

620,771 


The issues from the Bible House for _ 
February were 740,099 volumes; for 
March, 742,374 volumes; 
1,067,303 volumes; 


892,851 volumes. 
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and _ for May, - 


for April, 
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Getting Started for Worldwide Bible Reading 


- AS AN INSTANCE of the wholehearted cooperation 
A that is being given to the promotion of 
Worldwide Bible Reading we present the accom- 
panying illustration of a window card which the 
Bibletone Record Company of New York is offer- 
ing to 18,000 retail music stores across the country. 
Too small to be easily read in this reduced repro- 
duction is the legend across the bottom of the poster, 
which reads: “Ask for your complimentary copy 
of a handy bookmark listing appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings for this period.” 

Thus the Society is distributing through Bible- 
tone over 950,000 of the reading lists made avail- 
able in music stores throughout the country to 
many who would otherwise not participate. This 
‘Kind of cooperation is not unexpected, for Mr. 
Arthur L. Becker, founder and president of Bible- 
tone, was inspired to establish his business a few 
years ago through his enthusiasm over the work 
that the Bible Society was doing in producing the 
whole Bible in Talking Book records for the blind. 
Mr. Becker’s reaction was, “If the Bible is thus 
given to the physically blind, why not find a way 
‘to give it through recordings to those who are 
‘spiritually blind—especially little children whose 


BIBLE READING 


Thanksgiving through Christmas 
os 


WORLDWIDE 


Ask to hear them today! 


i ‘ ; 
85K FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY COPY OF 8 HANDY BOOKMARK LISTING APPROPRIATE DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR 
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lives are cast in Bibleless homes or are otherwise 
deprived of Bible instruction?” 

During the war Bibletone donated many of its 
albums of sacred music and Bible readings to 
ships in the merchant marine, destroyers and sub- 
marines—especially those that sailed without the 
ministrations of a chaplain. 

Beginning with simple recordings of the Scrip- 
ture, Bibletone has increased its service to include 
practically every well-known hymn. One of the 
special features is a small hymnal by which a family 
may join in the singing of the recorded hymn. 

Parents concerned for a development of Bible 
appreciation among their children will find an 
excellent ally in Bibletone’s latest album, ‘‘Ad- 
ventures in Bibleland,” which combines many 
full-color pictures of Bible scenes with the sound- 
and-action accompaniment of the phonograph 
record, making the Bible incidents live. How 
promising an adaptation of the use so many 
American children are always making of the radio, 
the comic strip and the movies! 

Bibletone is only the latest friend of the Bible to 
join the crusade for Worldwide Bible Reading. 
Later the Society will hope to have the coopera- 
tion again this year, as last, of other friends of the 
cause of Bible reading—especially of the well- 
known radio programs which have been so helpful 
in the past: General Mills’ program, “The Light 
of the World”; Fred Waring and his orchestra and 
glee club; ‘“Hymns of All Churches’’; ““One Man’s 
Family”; Richard Maxwell; Mary Margaret Mc- 
Bride; the news commentators and many others. 


American Bible Society Directory 


(Presented in more complete form on this page in every other issue) 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries: E. M. North, F. W. Cropp, F. H. Mann; 
R. A. Betts, R. T. Taylor; Treasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secretary for Public Rela 
tions, F. C. Stifler; Secretary for Promotion of Bible Use, James V. Claypool; Associate 
Secretary for Versions, E. A. Nida; Secretary for Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz 
Secretary, Work for the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett. 

HEADQUARTERS, Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; telephone, 
Plaza 3-6600. : 

Disrricr Orricrs in the United States: 116 Salina St., Syracuse 2, New York; 
701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md.; 
1311 G St. N.W., Washington 5, D.C.; Central Nat’l. Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, 
Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 519 Main St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 35 E. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Ill.; 1914 Main St., Dallas 1, Texas; 650 17th St, 
Denver 2, Colo.; 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Cal. 

Fretp Orrices: 1506 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa.; 401 Euclid Ave., Cleve- 
land, Ohio; 226 Seventh Ave., North Nashville, Tenn.; 1736 S. 12th St., Missoula, 
Montana; 325 Ramona St., Pasadena 4, Cal. 

Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas and 
San Francisco. 

Division OFFICES OF THE HAVEN MeEmorIAL AGENCY FOR COLORED PEOPLE: 
56 Gammon Ave., S. E., Atlanta, Ga.; St. Luke Bldg.; 902 St. James St., Rich- 
mond 20, Va., 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio. 

Foreicn Acencies located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristobal, Canal Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Istanbul, Turkey; Cairo, Egypt; Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Siam; Shanghai, China; 
Tokyo, Japan. 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Con- 
cord, N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn. 
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Braille 
Concordance 
For the Blind 


Fs RESPONSE to many appeals the American Bible Society has printed 
a Concordance of the Bible in Braille—the first ever published for the 
Blind. It is in ten bulky volumes and costs about $22.00 for the set. Of 
course, no blind person can afford this amount, and the Society is offering 
these volumes to blind individuals at 25 cents each, plus postage. 


Will you help meet this difference by sending 
a contribution to the Society’s Blind Fund? 


Needed for the Blind Fund—1946.. . . . $12,000 
Received) as of Aligust.) 7) 94 Mp rae 5 3,833 


5S LILL REQUIRED Sse ee $8,167 


Please-mail this coupon today with your contribution 
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